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SIAR HAVE lately confidered it as a 
oazig, Very great misfortune, that in vari- 
ous papers of this work I have made 


> no fcruple of honeftly confeffing’ to 

my readers, that I look upon my- 

SSA OG {elf to be the wifeft and moft learned 
philofopher of this age and nation. But the word ‘is 
gone forth, and I cannot retract it ; nor indeed would it 
be fair in me to attempt it, as I find no manner of decay 
in my intelleGtual faculties, but on the contraty, that I 
am treafuring up new knowledge day after day. I was 
aware indeed that fuch a confeffion, given modeftly and 
voluntarily under my own hand, and confirmed almoft 


every week by a moft excellent eflay, would gain uni- 


verfal 
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verfal belief, and bring upon me the envy of the weak 
and malicious ; but with all my penetration, I. was far - 
from forefeeing the many inconveniences to which it has 
fubjeGted me. 

My lodgings are crowded almoft every morning with 
learned ladies of all ranks, who, like fo many queens 
of Sheba, are come from afar to hear the wifdom of 
Solomon: but it happens a little unfortunately, that 
though my anfwers to their queftions give equal’ fatis- 
faction with thofe of that monarch, yet the gold, and 
the fpices, and the precious ftones, which were the re- 
watd of his wifdom, are never fo much as offered me. 

In the families which I vifit abroad, a profound fi- 
lence is obferved as foon as I enter the room; fo that 
inftead of mixing in a free and ‘eafy converfation, I la- 
bour under all the difadvantages of a king, by being fo 
unfortunately circumftanced as to have no equal. 

' I wave endeavoured by ftratagem to remove thefe in- 
conveniences, and have frequently written a very dull 
paper, that my companions may imagine they have 
caught me tripping, and be induced to converfe with 
me as with other men: but they find out my defign, 
and are fo far from applying to me the aliguando bonus 
dormitat bomerys, that they regard me as a prodigy where- 
ever Lam feen. Mrs. Fitz-Adam. indeed, who is lef 
in awe of me than perhaps [ would fometimes chufe, 
and who is of a communicative difpofition, never 
fails to inform me how the world goes on: fhe alfo en- 
courages her maid Betty {who is a very knowimg body 
in all family concerns) to.beftow upon me, as fhe waits 
at table, her whole ftock of intelligence; which if I had 
a mind to be peffonal, would contribute greatly to the 


pntertainment of thefe papers. I ought not to conceal 
that 
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that I owe the freedom with which this girl treats me, 
to the {mall opinion fhe has conceived of my parts ; hav- _ 
ing been often urged by her to turn the Worx» into a 
news-paper, for that then there would be truth in it, 
and fomething worth reading. 

Art the coffee-houfes I am ftill more perplexed than 
in private families : for as every man there is a politician, 
and as I have incautioufly declared in print that lam a 
confummate mafter of that {cience, I am furrounded at 
my enterance by all the company in the room, and 
queftioned by twenty voices at once on the ftate of pub- 
lic affairs. Iam drawn into an ambufcade with general 
Braddock, and kept in clofe confinement with admiral 
Byng. Ruffia and Pruffia, though our very good friends 
and allies, have declared war upon my quiet, and the 
national Militia has beaten me out of doors. To plead 
ignorance upon thefe occafions would be highly unbe- 
coming a lover of truth, who has given it under his 
hand that he knows every thing ; and to difcéver all I 
know, might, as matters ftand at prefent, be a little 
imprudent. Iam therefore a filent hearer of all the 
queftions that are afked me, till having tired them with 
my taciturnity, I am fuffered to efcape. 

To remedy this inconvenience, and as I am a great 
walker, I now and then take a ftroll to the coffee-houfes 
about Moor-fields and Cripplegate, where, if not my 
name, my perfon at leaft is unknown. At thefe places 
I have the good fortune of being an uninterrupted hearer 
of all that pafies; and I cannot fufficiently exprefs the 
pleafure I receive at feeing fo many worthy tradefmen. 
and mechanics met together every evening for the good 


of 
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oftheir country, and each of them laying down a fyftem 
of politics, that would do’ honour te the fagacity of -” 
ableft adminiftration. 

Iam _ tempted to take thefe walks rather oftener than 
is agreeable to me, to ayoid certain inconveniences at 
home, which my wonderful abilities are almoft continu- 
ally fubjeCing me to. The political writers are at pre- 
fent.a very numerous body; and as they cannnot but 
take notice that Jam making no pecuniary advantage of 
my great knowledge in public affairs, and are thorough- 
ly fenfible that a very {mall part of it would make arich 
figure in a twelve-penny pamphlet, they are continually 
teazing me (according to the fchool-boy’s phrafe) for a 
little fenfe: but whatever fenfe the readers of thofe 
pamphlets may chance to find in them, I can truly af- 
fure them that it is none of mine. Tine conftituents of 
boroughs are alfo very importunate with me for letters 
of inftruction to their feveral members: but though I 
entirely approve of this cuftom, and:think it highly ne- 

ceffary that every gentleman in parliament fhould be in- 
ftructed by his conftituents in the true intereft of his 
country, yet I beg to be excufed from meddling with 
fuch matters, and content. myfelf with difmifling the 
faid conftituents ‘with one word of advice, which is, 
that in all their remonftrances to their members, they 
would touch as flightly as poflible upon the grievance 
of corruption; it being, in my private opinion, quarrel- 
ling with their bread and butter. 


To ballance all this weight of inconveniences, I have 


nothing but a little vanity to throw. into the fale : for to 
confefs a very ferious truth, the happinefs I nity 3 is more 
owing to my ‘great virtue, than my great knowledge; 
and were it not for my good will to mankind, who will 

not 
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not fuffer themfelves to. be inftruéted by any other 
hand, I would part with my wifdom at a very ealy price, 
vand be as ignorant as the beft of them. 

Tue value of every acquifition is only to be eftimated 
by it’s ufe ; and every body knows, that in the commerce 
with the world, an ounce of cunning is worth a pound 
of fenfe. I am forry to fay it, but the whittle, the top, 
“the hobby-horfe and the raree-fhow, have adminiftered 
‘more delight to my boyifh days (for I have been a boy 
-as wellas others) thai all the treafures of learning and 
philofophy have doné to my riper years. Thofe plea- 
‘fures, in time, gave’ way to others ofa higher nature ; 
‘and the facetious Mr. Punch took his turn to entertain 
“me. ‘The theatres’ at laft attraGted all my attention. 

There, while my imagination was cheated, and real kings 

‘and queens, ‘in all the magnificente of royalty, fe¢m- 
‘ed to be exhibiting themfelves to’ my view, my delight 
was inexpreflible. Butreafon and knowledge foon com- 
bining againft me, fhewed me that all was deception ; 
and in conjun¢tion with.a demon, called tafte, fuggeft- 
ed to me at one time the weaknefs*of' the performance, 
and at another the incapacity of the actors, till in the 
end, nothing but a Shakefpear and a Garrick had power 
to entertain me. 

Tuus driven by too much refinement from all the 
pleafures of youth, I had recourfe to thofe deep and 
profound ftudies, that have fince made me the object of 
my own wonder, and the aftonifhment of mankind. 
But alas! how ineffectual and unfatisfying are all hu- 
man acquifitions! The abilities that will forever make 
my memory revered, are robbing me of my enjoyment ; 
and befides the evils that I have already enumerated, I 
am regretting in the beft company that I cannot enjoy 

the 
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the folidity of my own thoughts, and hafdly not to be 
perfuaded that there is any thing worth readin g, but what 
I write myfelf. 

A LITTLE learning (as Mr. Pope obferves) is a 
dangerous thing. Let me add from experience, that 
too much isa fatalone. And indeed it feems the pecu-_ 
liar happinefs of the prefent age to chime in with thefe 
fentiments : infomuch that it is hoped and expected of 
the rifing generation, that they will be fo trained -up, as 
to fuffer no inconveniences. from any learning at -all. 
The pleafures of childhood will.then be conttantly fe- 
cured to them, and, with ignorance-for their guide, they 
may take their pilgrimage from the cradle to the grave 
through a conftant road of delight. ; 

Sampson was. deftroyed by his own ftrength; and 
the wifdom of Adam Fitz-Adam, like that of Solomon 
of old, is only rane and yexation. 
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